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STRIKE EFFECT
Saturday’s Vancouver Flamenco
Festival has been moved to the
Waterfront Theatre from the Vancouver Playhouse due to the civic strike
and a second night has been added
on Sept. 30 due to the lesser capacity of the new venue. A second festival event scheduled at the Cellar
Jazz Cafe on Sunday has been cancelled. More details at www.flamencorosario.org.
Also, Loreena McKennitt will now
perform Sept. 30 in the Pontiac Theatre Bowl at GM Place, rather than
at the Orpheum Theatre. Ticketmaster will contact all ticket holders to
give new seat locations. Full refunds
are also available at point of purchase. For more details log onto
www.loreenamckennitt.com.

WATSON WINS POLARIS
TORONTO — Canadian indie
artist Patrick Watson of Montreal is
the winner of the 2007 Polaris
Music Prize.
“Music’s not a competition, so
this is a bit strange, but it’s such an
honour,” Watson said Monday night
after being announced as the winner.
“I’m very happy to accept this,
very happy.”
Watson won for his album Close
to Paradise.
The second edition of the annual
award delivered $20,000 to the winner, as well as critical recognition
and a boost in exposure.

PAPARAZZI

dpatten@png.canwest.com
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Ultimate
Fighting ban
reeks of
snobbery

Here
comes
the

SMASHING LIVE
They were superstars in the
1990s and now the reunited
Smashing Pumpkins are back out
on tour. Last
night Billy Corgan and gang
brought their
angst, their rage
and their guitars
to the PNE
Forum. Go to
CORGAN
www.vancouversun.com for a review of the show
and a photo gallery. The review will
also run in The Sun on Wednesday.

BIKING IN NEW ZEALAND I D10

judge

The martial-arts sport is
no more violent than hockey

Project Runway’s
Michael Kors opens
new store here
DESIGNER I

SHELLEY FRALIC
VANCOUVER SUN

COLUMNIST

J

ust so I’ve got this straight, it’s
legal to publicly smoke a
hookah in Vancouver, just so
long as you’re not doing it while
watching a live Ultimate Fighting
Championship match.
Okay, let’s say you’re not even
a pothead, or an habitue of the
city’s recently anointed “fruit-flavored” tobacco lounges.
You’re still left with this riddle:
What is the difference between
boxer Muhammad Ali’s debilitating Parkinson’s disease, NHLer
Steve Moore’s fractured neck,
pro wrestler Chris Benoit’s murderous addled brain and UFC
champ Randy Couture’s broken
arm?
Um, well, only that Couture’s is
the lesser of the sport-induced
traumas, and that he and his profession are no longer welcome in
these here parts.
UFC is a mixed martial arts
sport that combines man-to-man
combat skills such as boxing,
kick-boxing, karate and wrestling
and has lately been referred to as
“human cockfighting.”
It’s the sport that was temporarily banned last week by
Vancouver city council, after the
city allowed seven previous live
fights and after deciding it’s just
too violent and could be a legal
liability, and thus might be better
offloaded to the provincial government.
Is UFC violent? Yes. Do its
fighters get hurt? Yes.
Just like professional hockey
players, who are regularly kayoed
from the ice, and often a career,
with high sticks and crushing
blows that leave behind broken
necks, skull fractures, spinal cord
injuries, concussions, and eye
damage including blindness.
The rate of hockey injuries and
fatalities, in fact, are one of the
highest in any sport, amateur or
professional, and if we’re so
intent on referring to ultimate
fighting as “boxing on Red Bull”
then perhaps we should be calling ice hockey “assault on the
rocks.”

BY JOANNE BLAIN
VANCOUVER SUN
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f all you know about Michael Kors
comes from seeing him put young
designers through the wringer as a
judge on Project Runway, you’re
definitely more of a television junkie
than a fashion addict.
Kors has been designing clean
and classic clothing for women
since the late ’70s and launched
his own label in 1981, while he
was still in his early 20s. He
has since added menswear,
accessories and fragrances to
his three collections, which
ra n ge f ro m a h i g h - e n d l i n e
favoured by celebrities such as
Charlize Theron, Madonna and
Catherine Zeta-Jones, to the more
modestly priced Michael collection.
Well-heeled Vancouverites have long
been able to slip into something special from
the top-of-the-line Michael Kors collection at
Holt Renfrew. But this month, Vancouver has
become home to one of Canada’s first two
freestanding Michael Kors “lifestyle” stores,
featuring a mix of accessories from all his collections and an edited selection of clothing
from the Michael line.
To mark today’s official opening of the
Oakridge Centre store, Kors gave an exclusive interview via e-mail to The Vancouver
Sun.

Q: You started in the fashion business when you
were so young, so what’s it like to now be considered one of its established names — or, if I
dare use the term, one of its elder statesmen?
How do you stay inspired?
A: Well, I like to think that I am the oldest “young
designer” working, but that might just be my
denial kicking in. The thing is, the minute you think
you have “made it,” you’re finished, so I try to
remain curious about everything.
I am the ultimate pop-culture sponge. I read everything from the Wall Street Journal to the trashiest
celebrity tabloids. If you are curious, you will
always be inspired.
See CUSTOMERS’ NEEDS D7

Red vinyl trench by Michael Kors (right).

See CITY ONLY D4

Nursery rhymes start infants towards literacy
Vancouver Community College
fashion arts graduate Victoriya
Borysenko’s U-neck empire
evening dress with Juliet
sleeves and balloon cuffs in
100-per-cent silk chiffon and
polyester.

ARTS & LIFE
WEDNESDAY
GISELLE - The National Ballet is
bringing what has been called
“the ballerina’s Hamlet" to town.
We've got a preview peek
backstage.

Hands-on teaching
helps parents bond
with their babies
BY REBECCA WIGOD
VANCOUVER SUN

“I’m going to teach you a really
nice fun rhyme to use when the
baby needs a jiggle,” Jane Cobb
says to the seven moms and one
dad who have brought their
babies — roly-poly little bundles,
ranging in age from five weeks to
s eve n m o n t h s a n d we a r i n g
sleepers, onesies and bibs — to
Vancouver’s Ravensong Community Health Centre near Broadway and Ontario streets.
The song turns out to be Shoo

Fly, Don’t Bother Me.
“Do you know it?” asks Cobb,
motioning for the parents to
stand in a circle and hold their
babies so that they face out.
Mimicking her delighted tones,
the grownups sing the simple
song softly and with feeling. At
the end, they walk into the mid-

dle of the circle because, as Cobb
puts it, “it gives the babies a treat
to see each other.”
What’s under way here is one
of the Vancouver Public Library’s
Mother Goose programs, which
get much of their funding from
The Sun’s Raise-a-Reader campaign. These free classes —
which will start up again when
the civic workers’ strike is
resolved — teach the time-tested
lullabies, action songs and tickling rhymes that hasten parentchild bonding and kindle a love
of words in small children.
“This experience with oral language, heard from the parent in
infancy, is exactly what babies
need to hear in order to learn
how to communicate with others
See LULLABIES HELP D5

STEVE BOSCH/VANCOUVER SUN

Children’s librarian Jane Cobb works with babies and mothers.
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Lullabies help babies learn
From D3

and be ready to learn to read when
they get to school,” says Cobb, a
longtime children’s librarian and
the VPL’s coordinator of Mother
Goose programs.
With her is Victor Or, who has
delivered a Cantonese version of
the similar Man in the Moon program, for babies and dads, at the
library’s Renfrew branch. When
Cobb teaches the group the hypnotic Iroquois lullaby Ho, Ho,
Watanay, he offers a Cantonese
translation.
VPL Mother Goose and Man in
the Moon programs have 10 sessions, each lasting 90 minutes.
Mother Goose programs take place
in eastside community centres and
health units.
Preference goes to single moms
and those dealing with poverty or
postpartum depression.
The sessions build a community
of support around vulnerable families and reach immigrants in their

own languages. Cobb considers
them the most innovative, forwardlooking programs the library conducts.
Demand is huge, so the VPL’s
Mother Goose programs aren’t
advertised. One place to call for
information, when Vancouver public libraries reopen, is the ParentChild Mother Goose Program’s
provincial office, 604-660-0675.
Man in the Moon programs, by
contrast, are held in VPL branch
libraries. They’re easy to sign up
for.
Meanwhile, the North Vancouver
District Public Library’s Mother
Goose programs, unaffected by
labour woes, are starting this week
at all three branches. There are still
some spaces in the one at the Parkgate branch.
Mother Goose and Man in the
Moon are built on the fact that parents who talk, sing and read to their
children from infancy (or even
before) give their kids a tremendous advantage.
“All the research points to [the

importance of a child’s] early
years,” says Cobb. “If you give people the tools they need from the
beginning, there’s no need for
remedial work later on.”
Besides teaching parents to
calm their babies through song,
Cobb has trained more than 900
librarians and child-care professionals to deliver Mother Goose
programs.
She also wrote and published
What’ll I Do with the Baby-o? It’s a
catalogue-sized book giving the
words to some 350 classic nursery
rhymes, songs and stories for
babies, along with useful information about child development and
early literacy. Parents can learn
some of their tunes from the
accompanying CD.
Illustrated by Kathryn Shoemaker, What’ll I Do With the Baby-o?
costs $39.95. Order from Blacksheeppress.com, where Cobb’s earlier book — I’m a Little Teapot, a
trove of stories and songs for
preschoolers — is also available.
rwigod@png.canwest.com

STEVE BOSCH/VANCOUVER SUN

Giving their babies a solid start, mothers learn from librarian Jane Cobb how to calm their tots
while giving them a head start singing and reading to them at this early stage.

IAN LINDSAY/VANCOUVER SUN FILES

Bard on the Beach artistic director
Christopher Gaze.

Bard’s draw
of 86,000
a ‘triumph’
It’s ‘the season we have dreamed
about,’ says artistic director Gaze
BY PETER BIRNIE
VANCOUVER SUN

As Shakespeare said in his 18th sonnet, summer’s lease hath all too short a
date. Especially this year, and so we’re
already waving adieu to Bard on the
Beach. That cheering you hear from
under the tents at Vanier Park is the
sound of a theatre company overjoyed
at its success.
This season, which ended on the
weekend, saw a bum planted in every
single seat for every single presentation
of all four Bard productions. That’s not
some magical statistic from a Bulgarian
election — Bard on the Beach is indeed
a huge success, and the envy of every
other stage company in Canada.
“This season has been a triumph,”
says artistic director Christopher Gaze.
“It is the season we have dreamed about
since Bard began — to have our loyal
Bard audiences flock to see the shows
and delight in the productions and fill
our theatres night after night. Vancouver has nurtured Bard and we in turn
acknowledge our community and their
guests and friends from far and wide for
their dedicated commitment to us.
Thanks, thanks and ever thanks!”
Thanks went the other way as well,
with audiences applauding solid productions of The Taming of the Shrew,
Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar and Timon of Athens. Attendance hit a staggering total of 86,000, which is up from last
season by about 6,000. Coincidentally,
there were just 6,000 people for Bard’s
first season, a 1990 production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
The festival’s gradual growth has been
carefully staged, ramping up to encompass two productions in 1991, three in
1999 and a full quartet in 2005. Student
matinees, Bard-B-Q on the Celebration
of Light fireworks nights and four performances of A Merry Evening of Opera
were among the other facets of Bard
that keep expanding its profile in the
community.
Gaze announced that Bard on the
Beach’s 19th season, which will run from
May 30 through Sept. 22, 2008, will once
again mix audience favourites with
Shakespeare’s more challenging works.
In the mainstage tent, David Mackay
directs Twelfth Night and James Fagan
Tait helms King Lear — with Gaze himself as the foolish monarch.
On the studio stage, young actress and
sound designer (with her partner
Alessandro Juliani) Meg Roe tackles her
first directing role with The Tempest,
while Kim Collier of the Electric Company brings her unique set of skills to
Titus Andronicus, the most blooddrenched work in the canon.
G o t o b a rd o n t h e b e a c h .o r g f o r
updates, but you’ll have to wait until
March to buy tickets.
Through the dark days of winter, Bard
fans can warm themselves with the first
line of Bill’s first sonnet:
“From fairest creatures we desire
increase, that thereby beauty’s rose
might never die.”
pbirnie@png.canwest.com
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